Lent 2010

St. Clare and Saint Thomas
In God’s Season of Mercy, together,
we cultivate a deeper faith in Jesus.

“Leave it, sir, this one year while | dig around it.
If it bears fruit, well and good.” Luke 13:9

Ash Wednesday Masses with Distribution of Ashes
7:00 AM Saint Clare 7:00 PM Saint Clare
8:00 AM Saint Thomas 6:45 PM Saint Thomas

Sacrament of Reconciliation Stations of the Cross

Thursday, March 4 7:00 PM Saint Thomas Fridays at St. Clare 6:00 PM
District Communal Penance Service Feb. 19. March 5, March 19

March 13 10:00 AM Saint Joseph, Big Bend  Thursdays at Saint Thomas
Communal Penance Service 6:00 PM; Feb. 25, March 11,

March 17 6:30 PM Saint Clare and March 25
Communal Penance Service

Weekly Scripture Study Living Stations of the Cross
Tuesdays at St. Thomas 9:00 AM March 31, Wednesday 7:00 PM
Saturdays at St. Thomas 8:00 AM at Saint Clare

Other Opportunities for Communal Prayer
Friday, March 5, World Day of Prayer at 10:00 AM at Saint Thomas
Wednesdays, February 24, March 10, March 24 7:00

A Lenten Journey to Contemplation at Saint Clare

Liturgies of Holy Week
Holy Thursday, April 1 at Saint Thomas 6:30 PM
Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion, April 2 at Saint Clare 1:00 PM
Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 3 at Saint Thomas 7:30 PM
Saturday, April 3 at Saint Clare 8:00 PM

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 4 at Saint Thomas 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Sunday, April 4 at Saint Clare 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM

Blessing of the Easter Foods
Saturday, April 3 at Saint Thomas 10:00 AM

Saturday, April 3 at Saint Clare 11:00 AM FEBRUARY 21, 201(
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A Message from Father

Dear FriendsMay God o6 s -given@love fill gour héartsftoelay!
| dondt know about you, but | sftand @§n

lives are a testament to perseverance and dedication. Day in and day out

they undergo tremendous scrutiny by coaches, teammates, judges and the

public not only to perform, but to correctly and skillfully demonstrate to

themselves and the world that they are Olympians, world class, truly among

the few, the proud, the medalist.

Today we mark thd=irst Sunday of Lent The simple mark of the penitent has been
washed away and like the other sinners sitting in the pew with me | have to face a new day
of fasting, prayer, and commitment to living a life worthy of the call to be a disciple of the
Lord Jesus. Discipleship, like being an Olympic athlete, requires a commitment to
excellence. Each day must be approached as another trial run with a focusonth®ay o f
the Wwobedodwe stand in the fullness of Go

Listen to the various commentators while watching the Olympics. They give insight
into the tremendous concentration and focus that athletes need to have as they stand at
the starting line. These athletes have to keep their eyes on the prize. Pushing out of their
minds the mental and physical mistakes that have prevented previous victories. The judges
are measuring in milliseconds, watching for the slightest imperfections that would separate
a bronze from a silver from a gold medal.

Lent is our spiritual Olympics. A concentrated period of time to work on and work out
the faults and weaknesses in our relationships with God and those that God has called us to
love and care for.

Remember tGreundhlogvDage. 0 The story about a
relive the same 24 hour Ground Hog Day. | am sure that many folks feel the repetition | am
mentioning of everyday | ife. Someti mes VI
I sSante old, sameold or rDidferamteday,csame garbagé . What i1 f we
each day until we got it right? What if we were followed by our-ifeach who reminded us
about our language, who graded us on our manners, who cautioned us about what we say
and how we say it. Wow! If our goal is the Kingdom of Heaven, then we have to work to
achieve this goal.

| pray that Lent 2010, will be an Olympic year for you. That Jesus, your spiritual life
coach will show you the way, reveal to you the light, and guide you on the way to eternal life.

| pray that you will set specific goals to correct faults and weaknesses that prevent
you from finishing the good works that were begun on the day of your baptism. The spiritual
life requires discipline. The spiritual life offers direction and satisfaction.

| pray that as a family, Godds | ove wi/l
spiritual goals. Invite loved ones to join you at Mass. Take time to pray before you eat or
before you sleep. Develop family and community goals that will ease the burden of
discipleship. Encourage those you love to make significant changes in their lifestyles and
faith formation. Olympic athletes have to be precise, focused, and disciplined. Disciples of
the Lord Jesus share these qualities.

Peace, Fr. Gene
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