Lent 2010

St. Clare and Saint Thomas
| n GS®edso6rsof Mercytogether,
we cultivate a deeper faith in Jesus.

NLeave it, sir, this one year while | dig around it.
| f it bears fruit, we |l | and good. 0 Luke

Ash Wednesday Masses with Distributiorof Ashes
7:00 AM Saint Clare 7:00 PM Saint Clare
8:00 AM Saint Thomas 6:45 PM Saint Thomas

Sacrament of Reconciliation Stations of the Cross

Thursday, March 4 7MPM Saint Thomas Fridays at St. Clare 6:00 PM
District Communal Penanc®ervice Feb. 19. March 5, March 19

March 13 10:00 AM Saint Joseph, Big Bend Thursdays at Saint Thomas
Communal Penance Service 6:00 PM; Feb. 25, March 11,

March 17 6:30 PM Saint Clare and March 25
Commual Penance Service

Weekly Scripture Study Living Stations of the Cross
Tuesdays at St. Thomas 9:00 AM March 31, Wednesday 7:00 PM
Saturdays at St. Thomas 8:00 AM at Saint Clare

Other Opportunities for Communal Prayer
Friday, March 5World Day of Prayer at 10:00 AM at Saint Thomas
Wednesdays, February 24, March 10, Marciv 20 PM

A Lenten Journey to Contemplationat Saint Clare

Liturgies of Holy Week
Holy Thursday, April 1 at Saint Thomas 6:30 PM
Good Fr i day oidn, Aprih2Zeat SaiotCldré 500 PM s s
Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 3 at Saint Thomas 7:30 PM
Saturday, April 3 at Saint Clare 8:00 PM

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 4 at Saint Thomas 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Sunday, April 4 at Saint Clare 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM

Blessing of the Easter Foods
Saturday, April 3 at Saint Thomas 10:00 AM

Saturday, April 3 at Saint Cl 11:00 AM
aturday, April 3 at Saint Clare FEBRUARY 14, 201(
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A Message from Father
Dear Friends,

May Godos -givinglove fill gour heaitsftoelay!

This coming Wednesday, February 17th is Ash Wednesday. The
Christian world begins the forty day faith journey called Lent. Spiritual
writers call Lent a season. We just finished the football season and are
only weeks away from the baseball season. The warcs e a snpliesta B
certain period of time and eacld s e a has spécific expectations. After a difficult winter
or a loosing season for a favorite team we anxiously look forward to the next season with
renewed expectations.

Lent 2010 is being called aSeason of Mercywith the traditional focus on fasting,
prayer, and repentance from sin. Each wesé
each sport comes with its own uniforms and equipment requirements. We dress for the
season, we have seasonal decorations, we know what is expected and often complain when
the weather outside doesnd6t match the reql

By calling Lent &Season of Mercythe spiritual writers are hoping that the disciples of
Jesus will listen carefully to the teachings of Jesus and work harder at being kind,
compassionate, and forgiving. Each season and certainly every sport have words that
describe, challenge, and motivate the participants and players. Paul in his letter to the
Romans writes:0 The word i s near you. Il n your mol
of faith that we preach. If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the di

The Season of Mercyis about forgiveness and reconciliation. The Lenten Season is
only 40 days, but during this time the Lord Jesuswantsdoc ul t i vate the gr
barren fig tree and fertil i ze Thesymbokfamthi$ hat
Seasonof Merck omes from a parable found in Luke
portrays Jesus as a gardener who is very concerned that a fig tree planted in his orchard is
not bearing fruit. The gardenercriesout For t hree years now | h
on this fig tree, but have found none, s

The Season of Mercy.The 40 days of Lent is the extended time when the Lord Jesus
will send out His disciples to cultivate and fertilize in hopes of preserving and strengthening
the relationship with His Father. The final line of this parable is the ultimate warnir@g:l f n
you can cut it downo.

| invite you to enter thisSeason of Mercywith a genuine desire to preserve and
strengthen your relationship with God and with those God has entrusted you to love and
care for. Take the necessary time to pray
your hardened hearts. Establish a few simple goals that you will work toward during this
Season of Mercy.Read the Word of God and allow the teachings of the Lord Jesus to guide
and direct your spiritual journey. Turn away from sin and truly believe in the good news.

Peace,
Fr. Gene

2 St. Thomas Aquinas, Waterford




SCHOOL HAPPENI NG
St. Thomas Aquinas held its first annual Spelling
Bee during Catholic Schools Week.
Congratulations to our finalists.

Third Grade Olivia Spaight, Max Engel, Kyle Olson
Fourth Grade Zach Stiewe, Sean Pritchard,
Samantha Mayer Fifth Grade: Trevor Ellenberg,
Grace Soens, Holly Nicolai Sixth Grade Maddie
Spaight, Gonzalo Perez, Katie Kubiak

Seventh Gradeluke Engel, Jana Krien, Ross Soens
Eighth Grade Taylor Sterling, Liam Pritchard,
Grace Kubiak, Ben Schnell, Ethan Durand

Congratulations to Luke Engel, Spelling Bee
Winner and Jana Krien, Runner Up!

Luke will represent St. Thomas at the district Bee at Easf
Troy High School

MARKET DAY- PURCHASE WITH A PURPOSE
Need new ideas on how to use our products? Check our

recipes at marketday.com Your purchase can help us earn
funds to purchase an interactive whiteboard for a class-
room. We earned $1,209 towards our $2,900 goal. Order
forms can be found in the Gathering Space. Return order
forms to school or church by Thursday, February 18th or
order online until 11:00pm Monday, February 22nd. Your
order will be packed & ready for pickup on Thursday,
February 25th from 5:00 - 6:00 pm in the Uhen Cen-

Call Janet Soens at 534 -2028
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JVRass Intentions

Sunday, February 14
8: 00am A Jim
A Deceased Memn
Schmitt Family- Anniversary
10:00am
A Deceased
Hegeman Family
A Gary Kett
Monday, February 15
8:00am Communion Service
Tuesday, February 16
8: 00am A Wil
6:00pm - Hispanic Mass
Wednesday, February 17
Ash Wednesday- Lent Begins
8: 00am A Bud
6: 45pm A Broc
Anniversary
Thursday, February 18
8: 00am A Dece
of the Roanhouse Family
Friday, February 19
8: 00amA Berna
Dahl
A Richard
Saturday, February 20
4:30pm A Decg
of the Hensgen Family
A Deceased Mem
Koehler Family
Sunday, February 21
8: 00am A EI
Ketterhagen
Don J-Arnigessary
0: 00am A Decs
Members of the Harry Family
A Deceased Memn
Linder Family
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